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Study Group Description 
 
Dr. Sarah Benis Scheier-Dolberg will host a monthly study group for K-12 educators 
interested in exploring how to integrate 21st Century Skills and Themes (e.g., skills such 
as creativity and innovation and themes such as global awareness and environmental 
literacy) and Common Core Standards into their current curricula and instructional 
practices. Pairs and small teams of educators of all subject areas* are invited to enroll in 
this this yearlong course. Each session will focus on one to two 21st Century Skills, one to 
two Common Core ELA standards, and all five 21st Century Themes. Participants will 
also gain experience with ICT (Information, Communications, and Technology) Literacy 
by engaging in hands-on work with Skype Classroom, Edmodo, tablet and mobile device 
apps, and a whole host of other online tools and Web 2.0 apps. Sarah will share lesson 
and unit exemplar she has collected and designed that explore essential questions relating 
to contemporary civil and human rights, highlighting recent events in Ferguson (high 
school), the Syrian Conflict (middle school), and Children’s Health and Healthcare 
(elementary). Model lessons and units will be used to explore the 21st Century Skills and 
Themes and Common Core Standards, and Sarah will provide support for educators and 
schools working with publisher-created curricula, teacher-created curricula, or a hybrid of 
the two to find ways to authentically integrate session learnings and questions into 
existing curricula. By the end of the course, participants will have created an online PLN 
(personal learning network) that documents the year’s work and provides a robust support 
system for extending the work into future school years. 
 
Sarah’s Bio  
 

Dr. Sarah Benis Scheier-Dolberg is a an educator and researcher 
based in the New York City area who consults directly with schools, 
school districts, universities, and non-profit organizations. Before 
relocating to New York, Sarah was an educator in Massachusetts, 
teaching in the Boston Public Schools as a high school humanities 
and special education teacher. Sarah has also lived and worked 
abroad in Central America and Asia teaching English as a Second 

Language to children and adults. Bringing 15 years of teaching experience, Sarah’s 
passion and excitement for teaching and learning are contagious, both for adults and 
children. Sarah earned her doctorate at Teachers College as part of the Urban Education 
Leaders Program at Teachers College, Columbia University; she also holds degrees from 
Tufts University and Swarthmore College. Sarah’s research and professional interests 
include: change leadership, urban principal leadership, educational leadership practices 
that foster the professional growth of teachers of English learners in urban public schools, 
21st Century Skills, and career and college readiness.  
 
 
*Discussions and exemplars will primarily focus on the ELA Common Core Standards 
(not Mathematics)—as well as the Framework for 21st Century Skills (interdisciplinary). 
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