
Common Core Instruction Shifts in ELA  
Station 1 Directions 

 
Overview of Station 1: 
This station features work from Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey. They offer another approach to using 
text-dependent questions using Eric Carle’s The Very Hungry Catepiller.  
 

Materials Needed: 

1. Text: The Very Hungry Catepiller by Eric Carle 

2. Fisher & Frey PowerPoint handouts, starting with “General Understandings.” 

3. Fisher & Frey graphic “Progression of Text-dependent Questions” 

 
Procedure: 
1. Begin by looking at the graphic “Progression of Text-dependent Questions.” 

2. Discuss: How is this progression different from the Patterned Way of Reading, Writing, and Talking we used in 
our last session? How does this progression overlay with Bloom’s Taxonomy and Webb’s Depth of Knowledge? 

3. Using the PowerPoint handouts, follow Fisher and Frey’s method of using the progression with 
The Very Hungry Categpillar. Discuss the method with your colleagues at the station. 

4. Consider: What of these materials might you use or adapt for your classroom? 



Common Core Instruction Shifts in ELA  
Station 2 Directions 

 
Overview of Station 2: 
This station features work from Engage NY to support close reading in classrooms. Participants will 
read the article “Closing in on Close Reading” by Nancy Boyles. Participants will then deepen their 
understanding of close reading by reviewing Engage NY professional learning materials for teachers 
to learn more about close reading. 
 

Materials Needed: 

1. Text: “Closing in on Close Reading” by Nancy Boyles 

2. Engage NY Close Reading Powerpoint handouts, starting with “Note the Progressions.” 

 
Procedure: 
1. Begin by reading the article: “Closing in on Close Reading.” 

2. Sarah will lead the group through reviewing the Engage NY PowerPoint handouts, and the 
group will delve deeper into what close reading is and how to use it in elementary school 
classrooms, using the questions and prompting in the handouts. 



Common Core Instruction Shifts in ELA  
Station 3 Directions 

 
Overview of Station 3: 
This station features two videos that show close reading and text-dependent question strategies in 
action in Kindergarten and 5th Grade classrooms. Participants will watch videos on their own or in 
small groups, with opportunities for reflection and application. 
 

Materials Needed: 

1. Video 1: “Kindergarten Text Dependent Questions” (CFN 206 Project) 

2. Video 2: “Close Reading Strategies with Informational Text by Expeditionary Learning” (Engage 
NY Video Series) 

 
Procedure: 
1. Watch one or both videos. 

2. Either with colleagues or in private reflection (writing), consider these prompts: 

 What did you see in the video(s)? What were students doing? What were teachers doing? 

 What questions came to your mind while you were watching the video(s)? If you could interview the 
teachers involved, what would you ask them? 

 What, if anything, did you observe that you would like to implement in your classroom and/or school? 
What resources would you need to acquire and/or create to make these changes? 



Common Core Instruction Shifts in ELA  
Station 4 Directions 

 
Overview of Station 4: 
This station features Achieve the Core materials that support teachers with assessing complex texts. 
Participants will revisit OCCSS protocol and roadmaps used in the morning session. With Alexis 
(CFN 206 Achievement Coach) facilitating station work, participants will look at another grade-level 
text and complete the roadmap for that text. Alexis will help participants complete all three 
segments of the roadmap work: Quantitative, Qualitative, and Reader/Task. 
 

Materials Needed: 

1. K/1 Text: Leo the Late Bloomer by Robert Kraus 

2. 2/3 Text: The Stories Julian Tells by Anne Cameron 

3. 4/5 Text: Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman 

4. Blank OCCSS Assessing Text Complexity Roadmap 

 
Procedure: 
1. Closely read and annotate the text. 

2. Obtain a quantitative measure using the updated text complexity grade bands and associated 
reading ranges for Common Core. 

3. Analyze the qualitative features of the text with the support of the Qualitative Rubric for 
Literary and Informational Texts. Be sure to look back at your annotations to the text to help. 

4. Using your professional judgment, evaluate the Reader and Task Considerations for this text. 
Note particular challenges the text may pose, and offer ideas for supporting all students in 
accessing the text. Reference the CCSSO “Guiding Questions for Reader and Task 
Considerations.” 

 
	  


