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Mastering 
Common Core 
Instructional 
Shifts in ELA: 

Tuesday, October 22, 2013 CFN 206 
Sarah Benis Scheier-Dolberg 
sarahbsd@gmail.com 
  

Close Reading, Text-
Dependent Questioning, 
and Text Complexity for 
Elementary School Teachers 

Session 1 

Some Advice for Teachers from Ms. 
Amato’s First Grade Class 

The following list of suggestions was generated by children in Ms. Pat Amato’s first-grade 
class at the Beverly Martin Elementary School in Ithaca, New York. The children decided 
that the best gift they could give to their student teacher on her last day was advice on 
how to be a good teacher. This is what they wrote together. 

1.  Teach us as much as you can. 

2.  Give us homework. 

3.  Help us when we have problems 
with our work. 

4.  Help us when we have problems 
with other kids.  

5.  Help us do the right thing. 

6.  Help us make a family in school. 

7.  Read books to us. 

8.  Teach us to read. 

9.  Help us write about faraway 
places. 

10. Give us lots of compliments, like 
“Oh, that’s so beautiful!” 

11.  Smile at us. 

12.  Take us for walks and on trips. 

13. Respect us. 

14. Help us get our education. 

Excerpt from Sonia Nieto’s Affirming Diversity (2004). 
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Session Objectives 

1. Learn strategies for implementing 
Common Core ELA Instructional Shifts. 

2. Apply strategies learned to your 
classroom context. 

3. Start portfolio and case study work. 

4. Create collaborative space for 
learning. 

Partner Introductions 
1.  Choose one person to work with for this exercise. 
2.  The first partner should discuss the following 

questions: 
�  Where do you work? 
�  What is your current role? What grade(s) do you 

teach? 
�  Describe what makes your students this year different 

from other groups you’ve taught. What makes this 
group unique? Are their any individual students you 
have who stand out for you? In what ways? 

3.  When time is called, the second partner should 
begin. 

4.  At the end of the exercise, each person will 
introduce his or her partner to the full group.  
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Shifts in ELA/ Literacy 
Shift 
1 

Balancing Informational  
&  Literary Text 

Students read a true balance of informational and 
literary texts.  

Shift 
2 

Students build knowledge about the world (domains/ 
content areas) through TEXT rather than the teacher 
or activities 

Shift 
3 

Students read the central, grade appropriate text 
around which instruction is centered.  Teachers are 
patient, create more time and space and support in 
the curriculum for close reading. 

Shift 
4 

Students engage in rich and rigorous evidence based 
conversations about text.   

Shift 
5 

Writing from Sources Writing emphasizes use of evidence from sources to 
inform or make an argument.   

Shift 
6 

Academic Vocabulary Students constantly build the transferable vocabulary 
they need to access grade level complex texts.  This 
can be done effectively by spiraling like content in 
increasingly complex texts. 

Slide adapted from Engage NY presentation: http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-shifts/ 

Staircase of Complexity 
 

Text-based  
Answers 
 

Knowledge in  
the Disciplines 
 

Hopes Fears 
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At your tables, brainstorm 
norms for this setting… 
� Consider group norms that foster trust, 

respect, and safety 

� Consider use of “air sticks” or other 
method to allow all voices in the 
discussion 

� Consider how or if you would like to 
communicate in between sessions  

 

Selecting a Portfolio 
Focus 
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Addressing Common 
Core ELA Instructional 

Shifts 
 

Using Institute for Learning’s 
Patterned Way of Reading, Writing, 

and Talking 

Accessing Complex Texts… 

� What does it mean to “access” complex 
texts? 

� What strategies do you currently use to 
support students in accessing complex 
texts? 
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Using IFL’s Patterned Way to 
Access Complex Texts… 

�  How, if at all, might this framework support 
students in meeting the expectations of 
Common Core? 

�  In particular, how might this help student 
access complex texts and meet Common 
Core expectations? 

�  How, if at all, might this work influence your 
own practice? 

 

Close Reading Method: Institute for Learning Patterned Way of Reading, Writing and Talking 

Text:  Etched in Clay by Andrea Cheng  Section: Introduction – page 13 

1
st
 reading: 

Read to get the gist. 

Questions:  

• Who is Dr. Abner Landrum? What have we learned about him?  What can we infer about him so far?  Cite 

evidence from the text to support your answer. 

• Who is Harvey Drake? What have we learned about him?  What can we infer about him so far?  Who is Amos 

Landrum?  How is Harvey different than Amos?  Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 

• Who is Dave? What have we learned about him?  What can we infer about him so far?  How does he feel about 

the work he’s been given to do?  About being renamed  “Dave”? About his first pottery lesson?   Cite evidence 

from the text to support your answer. 

• What major events have occurred so far? How much time has passed?  During what period in history are the 

events taking place?  How do you know?  What do you know about this period in American history that can help 

your reading of the text?  Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.  

• What was important to Dr. Abner Landrum?  Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 

2
nd
 reading: 

Reread to find significant 

moments. 

Questions:  

• What is the most important thing you learned or that happened in this section of the text? Why is it significant?  

Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.  

 

3
rd
 reading: 

Read again to interpret 

the ideas in the text. 

Questions:  

• In the poem “Augusta Auction”, how does the auctioneer view Dave?  How does Harvey Drake view Dave?  What 

can you infer about how Harvey Drake feels about slavery?  Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 

• On page 7 in the poem “Augusta Auction,” Harvey Drake describes the slaves at auction as follows: “The Negro 

mothers wail/while their children cling to them/like melons to their vines.” Cheng’s passage serves two purposes, 

one descriptive and one historical/sociological. Discuss the dual meanings of the image she creates. Cite evidence 

from the text to support your answer. 

4
th
 reading: 

Read again differently to 

analyze the author’s 

methods. 

Questions:  

• How is this text organized?  How is it different than other biographical texts or historical fiction you’ve read?  

How is it similar? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.   

• Who is the audience for this text?  Why does Andrea Cheng consistently shift narrator? What effect does this 

have on how the story is told and how the information is presented? Cite evidence from the text to support your 

answer. 

• What are some of the strongest images Cheng has created so far? How do these images set the mood for the 

piece? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.   

 

Source: www.leeandlowbooks.files.wordpress.com  



10/21/13	  

7	  

Free-Write/Free-Think 

�  Think about the texts you are currently using in 
your classroom. Ask: Which texts are worthy of 
this kind of close reading? 

�  How might I use or adapt this framework for 
my classroom? If I were to teach with this 
framework next week, what texts would I use? 
What resources would I need to obtain or 
create? What other supports would I need to 
try this? 

More with Close Reading 
� Example from practice of teacher-

generated elementary classroom 
materials aligned to Common Core: 

24/7 Teacher (247teacher.blogspot.com) 

 
� What is Close Reading?  
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Working in Teams  
Creating Close Reading Materials for YOUR 
classroom 

In school teams, look at the handouts from 24/7 Teacher. Try the 
activities. 
 
Discuss:  
What, if anything, do you like about these materials?  
How do these materials differ from the IFL framework we used in 
the morning? 
How would you adapt these materials for your students? 
How do these material relate to the Common Core ELA 
Instructional Shifts? 
 
Please be ready to share your team’s insights with the larger 
group. 

Free-Write/Free-Think 

� How might I use or adapt these close 
reading materials for my classroom?  

� What resources would I need to obtain or 
create? What other supports would I need 
to try this? 
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Case Study Students 
and Portfolio 

Preparing for Next Time… 
Next Session:  
Tuesday, November 19 (8:30 am – 3 pm) 
 
Think & Bring:  
• Current and upcoming texts for use in next session’s application 
activities 
• Case study student information 
• Application materials for portfolio 
 
Future Sessions: 
Session 3: 12/10 
On-Site Coaching: 1/14, 2/4 
 
 



10/21/13	  

10	  

Please contact me with any 
questions or feedback. 

 
Sarah Benis Scheier-Dolberg 
617.834.3501 
sarahbsd@gmail.com 
www.sarahbsd.wordpress.com   

THANK YOU 


