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Session Objectives 

1.  Learn strategies for implementing Common 
Core ELA Instructional Shifts, focus on 
integrating text-dependent questioning, 
close reading, and argumentative writing. 

2. Apply strategies learned to your classroom 
context. 

3. Use portfolio and case study work to 
understand and plan for gaps between 
Common Core Standards and where 
students are currently. 

4. Deepen collaborative space for learning. 



Looking at Student Work  
and Thinking 

¤  In teams, review the protocol. 

¤  Revisit norms. Revise as needed. 

¤  Review facilitator and presenter order. Revise as needed. 

¤  Each round is 45 minutes.  

¤  The general questions we are working on are:  

1.  How can we use text-dependent questioning and close 
reading to help our students access complex texts? 

2.  In what ways could we incorporate argumentative writing? 

3.  What are the gaps between student work and thinking and the 
Common Core Standards? 



Free-Write/Free-Think 

¤  What can you take back to your classroom to help you with 
text complexity, close reading, and text-dependent 
questioning? 

¤  Think about your time looking at student work. What did you 
learn? About yourself, your students, the instructional materials 
that you brought to share with your colleagues? 

¤  What questions did you have at the end of this work? How will 
you work to answer them? What supports do you need? 



Common Core Standards 

RI.9-10.2  
Central idea & summary of details 

 

W.9-10.6  
Use technology to publish writing 

 

SL.9-10.1a  
Prepare for class discussion with textual evidence 



Common Core Standards--Reading 

Anchor Standard  

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.  

RI 9-10.2  

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

Essential Skills and Concepts:  

q Determine the central idea 
q Analyze development of central idea in text 
q Identify the emergence and refinement of the central idea in a text 
q Analyze the role of supporting ideas to the central idea 
q Provide an objective summary  



Common Core Standards--Writing 

Anchor Standard  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 
interact and collaborate with others.  

W 9-10.6  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual 
or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to 
other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically  
 
Essential Skills and Concepts:  
 
q  Use technology proficiently for production, publication, and collaboration  
q  Demonstrate keyboarding skills (three page/single sitting minimum-6th grade)  
q  Link and cite sources  
q  Create shared writing products  
q  Display information flexibly and dynamically  
q  Access and use the Internet  



Common Core Standards—Speaking 
& Listening 

Anchor Standard  

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with 
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

SL 9-10.1  

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
 

Essential Skills and Concepts:  
 
q  Prepare for discussion by reading and researching topic  
q  Make reference to the evidence discovered during reading and researching  

 

 



Deciding How to Present Complex 
Texts: Letter from Birmingham Jail 

¤  Read the text. Annotate using the Thinking Notes graphic 
organizer. 

¤  Meet with a small group to discuss different options for including 
this text in your classroom. Consider what passages you would 
select if you tried one of the following techniques: 
¤  Chunking (choosing shorter and/or less-complex passages for 

independent reading) 

¤  Close reading (whole-group, small-group, or pair work focused on 
one sentence, one paragraph, or longer excerpt) 

¤  Read-aloud (without extended discussion) 



Preparing for Next Time… 

Next Session:  
Date TBD (February) 
Location TBD 
 
Intersession Learning Opportunities:  
1.  Apply what you have learned in this session in at least one lesson; 

continue collecting instructional materials and student work from 
case study students to add to your portfolio. 

 
Future Sessions: 
Monthly On-Site Coaching & Intervisitations 
Details TBD 
 
 


