
TEACHING COMPREHENSION  
 

Questions & Questioning 
 

© 2005 AUSSIE Interactive – This may be copied for single classroom use only  1 

 
Reciprocal Teaching Procedure 
 
Reciprocal Teaching takes place in collaborative groups and in this way it supports individuals in the 
group. 
 
The group members go through a four-step process, where self-questioning of the text plays a key 
role. Before the students begin you will need to make sure that:  

 

1. A text is chosen, and copies given to a group of 4 students. Students should be on or about 
the same reading level and the text should match this. Remember, this is a great way to 
read factual texts; 

2. A leader for the group is chosen.  Initially, this will be you, who will be an extra member of 
the group in the demonstration stage. While you can remain in the group to act as a 
support for as long as this is needed, responsibility for leadership should pass quickly to 
students in the group; 

3. The group begins the reading of the text, using the following steps. 
 
 

 
Step One: Prediction 

 The group leader asks members to preview the text and prepare predictions they might 
have for it.   

 The leader states his/her own prediction, and asks if any member of the group wants to 
add to this, or make one of their own.    

 All group members have the opportunity to state their predictions and question others’. 

 This step is purpose setting - students will read on to confirm or reject their hypotheses 
about the text.  

 
The leader then asks the group to read a short way into the text - maybe two or three paragraphs, 
or to where there is a natural break.  

 
At the demonstration in the ‘fishbowl’, the text will be read aloud by one member of the group, so 
that the audience hears the text. 

 
 
 
Step Two: Clarifying 

 The leader asks the group if anyone needs any part of the text clarified.   

 This step alerts readers to difficulties they might have at word or context levels in the 
text.   

 It gives an opportunity for students to acknowledge problems they have with unfamiliar 
vocabulary or language structures and to recognize where they have ‘lost track’ of 
meaning because of this.  Everyone in the group is invited to help by offering their own 
clarifications.   

 References such as dictionaries, atlases and thesauruses might be used.   
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Step Three: Questioning 
 The group leader asks if anyone has any questions of the text.   

 The questions lead to discussion and possibly re-examination of the text for further 
relevant information.   

 Further questions might be generated as the group seeks to find satisfactory explanations 
and solutions for what they have read that will lead to deep comprehension of the text.   

 Members of the group are obliged to check and monitor their own comprehension in order 
to help others. 

 

 

Step Four: Summarizing 

 The group leader summarizes the text and asks if others have anything that should be 
added. 

 
The leader then asks the group to read the text further - maybe the next two or three paragraphs, 
or to where there is a natural break in the text and the process is repeated. A new leader is chosen, 
so that each student in the group has the opportunity to lead it. 
 
 


