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Declaration of Sentiments by the Seneca Falls Conference. An American Primer . 
Edited by Daniel J. Boorstin. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1966. (1848) 
 
When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of 
man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have 
hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that 
impel them to such a course. 
 
We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse 
allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation 
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely 
to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 
experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, 
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing in- variably the same object, evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the 
women under this government, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to 
demand the equal station to which they are entitled. The history of mankind is a history of 
repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object 
the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a 
candid world. 
 
The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man 
toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To 
prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. 
 
He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise. 
 
He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice. 
 
He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men—
both natives and foreigners. 
 
Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her 
without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides. 
 
He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.  
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He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns. 
 
He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with 
impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, 
she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and 
purposes, her master—the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to 
administer chastisement. 
 
He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes, and in case of 
separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given, as to be wholly regardless 
of the happiness of women—the law, in all cases, going upon a false supposition of the 
supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands. 
 
After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single, and the owner of property, he 
has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be 
made profitable to it. 
 
He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted 
to follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration. He closes against her all the avenues to 
wealth and distinction which he considers most honorable to himself. As a teacher of 
theology, medicine, or law, she is not known. 
 
He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed 
against her. 
 
He allows her in church, as well as state, but a subordinate position, claiming apostolic 
authority for her exclusion from the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public 
participation in the affairs of the church. 
 
He has created a false public sentiment by giving to the world a different code of morals for 
men and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society are not 
only tolerated, but deemed of little account in man. 
 
He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a 
sphere of action, when that belongs to her conscience and to her God. 
He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy her confidence in her own powers, 
to lessen her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life. 
 
Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their 
social and religious degradation—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because 
women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most 
sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges 
which belong to them as citizens of the United States. 
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Isaacson, Phillip. (1993). A short  walk through the pyramids and through the wor ld o f  
ar t . New York: Knopf. Chapter 1 excerpt. 
 
At Giza, a few miles north of Saqqara, sit three great pyramids, each named for the king – or 
Pharaoh – during whose reign it was built. No other buildings are so well known, yet the first 
sight of them sitting in their field is breathtaking. When you walk among them, you walk in a 
place made for giants. They seem too large to have been made by human beings, too perfect 
to have been formed by nature, and when the sun is overhead, not solid enough to be 
attached to the sand. In the minutes before sunrise, they are the color of faded roses, and 
when the last rays of the desert sun touch them, they turn to amber. But whatever the light, 
their broad proportions, the beauty of the limestone, and the care with which it is fitted into 
place create three unforgettable works of art. 
 
What do we learn about art when we look at the pyramids? 
 
First, when all of the things that go into a work – its components – complement one another, 
they create and object that has a certain spirit, and we can call that spirit harmony. The 
pyramids are harmonious because limestone, a warm, quiet material, is a cordial companion 
for a simple, logical, pleasing shape. In fact, the stone and the shape are so comfortable with 
each other that the pyramids seem inevitable – as though they were bound to have the form, 
color, and texture that they do have. 
 
 
Kurzweil, Ray. “The Coming Merger of Mind and Machine.” Scientific American 
Special Edition January 2008. (2008) 
 
The accelerating pace of technological progress means that our intelligent creations will soon 
eclipse us—and that their creations will eventually eclipse them. 
 
Sometime early in this century the intelligence of machines will exceed that of humans. Within 
a quarter of a century, machines will exhibit the full range of human intellect, emotions and 
skills, ranging from musical and other creative aptitudes to physical movement. They will 
claim to have feelings and, unlike today’s virtual personalities, will be very convincing when 
they tell us so. By around 2020 a $1,000 computer will at least match the processing power of 
the human brain. By 2029 the software for intelligence will have been largely mastered, and 
the average personal computer will be equivalent to 1,000 brains. 
 
Once computers achieve a level of intelligence comparable to that of humans, they will 
necessarily soar past it. For example, if I learn French, I can’t readily download that learning 
to you. The reason is that for us, learning involves successions of stunningly complex patterns 
of interconnections among brain cells (neurons) and among the concentrations of 
biochemicals known as neurotransmitters that enable impulses to travel from neuron to 
neuron. We have no way of quickly downloading these patterns. But quick downloading will 
allow our nonbiological creations to share immediately what they learn with billions of other 
machines. Ultimately, nonbiological entities will master not only the sum total of their own 
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knowledge but all of ours as well. 
Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America .  Translated by Henry Reeve. (1835) 
From Chapter 2: “The Origins of the Anglo-Americans” 
 
The remarks I have made will suffice to display the character of Anglo-American civilization 
in its true light. It is the result (and this should be constantly present to the mind of two 
distinct elements), which in other places have been in frequent hostility, but which in America 
have been admirably incorporated and combined with one another. I allude to the spirit of 
Religion and the spirit of Liberty. 
 
The settlers of New England were at the same time ardent sectarians and daring innovators. 
Narrow as the limits of some of their religious opinions were, they were entirely free from 
political prejudices. Hence arose two tendencies, distinct but not opposite, which are 
constantly discernible in the manners as well as in the laws of the country. 
 
It might be imagined that men who sacrificed their friends, their family, and their native land 
to a religious conviction were absorbed in the pursuit of the intellectual advantages which they 
purchased at so dear a rate. The energy, however, with which they strove for the acquirement 
of wealth, moral enjoyment, and the comforts as well as liberties of the world, is scarcely 
inferior to that with which they devoted themselves to Heaven. 
 
Political principles and all human laws and institutions were moulded and altered at their 
pleasure; the barriers of the society in which they were born were broken down before them; 
the old principles which had governed the world for ages were no more; a path without a turn 
and a field without an horizon were opened to the exploring and ardent curiosity of man: but 
at the limits of the political world he checks his researches, he discreetly lays aside the use of 
his most formidable faculties, he no longer consents to doubt or to innovate, but carefully 
abstaining from raising the curtain of the sanctuary, he yields with submissive respect to truths 
which he will not discuss. Thus, in the moral world everything is classed, adapted, decided, 
and foreseen; in the political world everything is agitated, uncertain, and disputed: in the one is 
a passive, though a voluntary, obedience; in the other an independence scornful of experience 
and jealous of authority. 
 
These two tendencies, apparently so discrepant, are far from conflicting; they advance 
together, and mutually support each other. Religion perceives that civil liberty affords a noble 
exercise to the faculties of man, and that the political world is a field prepared by the Creator 
for the efforts of the intelligence. Contented with the freedom and the power which it enjoys 
in its own sphere, and with the place which it occupies, the empire of religion is never more 
surely established than when it reigns in the hearts of men unsupported by aught beside its 
native strength. Religion is no less the companion of liberty in all its battles and its triumphs; 
the cradle of its infancy, and the divine source of its claims. The safeguard of morality is 
religion, and morality is the best security of law and the surest pledge of freedom. 
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“Geology.” U*X*L Encyc lopedia o f  Sc ience .  Edited by Rob Nagel. Farmington Hills, 
Mich.: Gale Cengage Learning, 2007. (2007) 
 
Geology is the scientific study of Earth. Geologists study the planet—its formation, its 
internal structure, its materials, its chemical and physical processes, and its history. Mountains, 
valleys, plains, sea floors, minerals, rocks, fossils, and the processes that create and destroy 
each of these are all the domain of the geologist. Geology is divided into two broad categories 
of study: physical geology and historical geology. 
 
Physical geology is concerned with the processes occurring on or below the surface of Earth 
and the materials on which they operate. These processes include volcanic eruptions, 
landslides, earthquakes, and floods. Materials include rocks, air, seawater, soils, and sediment. 
Physical geology further divides into more specific branches, each of which deals with its own 
part of Earth’s materials, landforms, and processes. Mineralogy and petrology investigate the 
com- position and origin of minerals and rocks. Volcanologists study lava, rocks, and gases on 
live, dormant, and extinct volcanoes. Seismologists use instruments to monitor and predict 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 
 
Historical geology is concerned with the chronology of events, both physical and biological, 
that have taken place in Earth’s history. Paleontologists study fossils (remains of ancient life) 
for evidence of the evolution of life on Earth. Fossils not only relate evolution, but also speak 
of the environment in which the organism lived. Corals in rocks at the top of the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona, for example, show a shallow sea flooded the area around 290 million 
years ago. In addition, by determining the ages and types of rocks around the world, 
geologists piece together continental and oceanic history over the past few billion years. Plate 
tectonics (the study of the movement of the sections of Earth’s crust) adds to Earth’s story 
with details of the changing configuration of the continents and oceans. 
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“Space Probe.” Astronomy & Space :  From the Big Bang to  the  Big Crunch.  Edited by 
Phillis Engelbert. Farmington Hills, Mich.: Gale Cengage Learning, 2009. (2009) 
 
A space probe is an unpiloted spacecraft that leaves Earth’s orbit to explore the Moon, 
planets, asteroids, comets, or other objects in outer space as directed by onboard computers 
and/or instructions send from Earth. The purpose of such missions is to make scientific 
observations, such as taking pictures, measuring atmospheric conditions, and collecting soil 
samples, and to bring or report the data back to Earth. 
 
Numerous space probes have been launched since the former Soviet Union first fired Luna 1 
toward the Moon in 1959. Probes have now visited each of the eight planets in the solar 
system. 
 
In fact, two probes—Voyager 1 and Voyager 2—are approaching the edge of the solar 
system, for their eventual trip into the interstellar medium. By January 2008 Voyager 1 was 
about 9.4 billion miles (15.2 billion kilometers) from the Sun and in May 2008 it entered the 
heliosheath (the boundary where the solar wind is thought to end), which is the area that 
roughly divides the solar system from interstellar space. Voyager 2 is not quite as far as its 
sister probe. Voyager 1 is expected to be the first human space probe to leave the solar 
system. Both Voyager probes are still transmit-ting signals back to Earth. They are expected 
to help gather further information as to the true boundary of the solar system. 
 
The earliest probes traveled to the closest extraterrestrial target, the Moon. The former Soviet 
Union launched a series of Luna probes that provided humans with first pictures of the far 
side of the Moon. In 1966, Luna 9 made the first successful landing on the Moon and sent 
back television footage from the Moon’s surface. 
 
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) initially made several 
unsuccessful attempts to send a probe to the Moon. Not until 1964 did a Ranger probe reach 
its mark and send back thousands of pictures. Then, a few months after Luna 9, NASA 
landed Surveyor on the Moon. 
 
In the meantime, NASA was moving ahead with the first series of planetary probes, called 
Mariner. Mariner 2 first reached the planet Venus in 1962. Later Mariner spacecrafts flew by 
Mars in 1964 and 1969, providing detailed images of that planet. In 1971, Mariner 9 became 
the first spacecraft to orbit Mars. During its year in orbit, Mariner 9’s two television cameras 
transmitted footage of an intense Martian dust storm, as well as images of 90 percent of the 
planet’s surface and the two Martian natural satellites (moons). 
 
Encounters were also made with Mars in 1976 by the U.S. probes Viking 1 and Viking 2. 
Each Viking spacecraft consisted of both an orbiter and a lander. Viking 1 made the first 
successful soft landing on Mars on July 20, 1976. Soon after, Viking 2 landed on the opposite 
side of the planet. The Viking orbiters made reports on the Martian weather and 
photographed almost the entire surface of the planet. 


